670
THE  LIFE  OF NELSON
which we are in great want, 1 shall oomo out ami make you a visit; not, my dear friend, to take your command from you, (for I may probably add mine to you,) but to fonsult how wo can best serve our Country, by detaching a part of this largo force." Circumstances prevented his neighborly intention from taking effect. A week later Nelson returned north with his squadron, and the friends did not nuwt until shortly Wore Trafalgar.
In reply to Nelson's letter, Collingwood suninwd up his view of the situation as so far developed. ** I have* always had an idea that Ireland alone was the object they had in view, and still believe that to be their ultimate destination — that they will now liberate tha Ferrol squadron from Calder, make the round of the Bay,1 and, taking the UiKtlwfort peoplo with them, appear off Ushant — perhaps with thirty-four sail, there to be joined by twenty more. Admiral Corn wall is collecting his out squadrons may have thirty This appears to be a probable plan; for               it I« to
bring their great fleets and armies  to                         of
vice — some rash attempt at conquest — thoy                    fttily
subjecting them to chance of loss, which   I  do not the Corsican would do, without tin* hope of an reward."
It is upon this letter, the sagacious and \veH-ordeml inferences of which must Iw candidly admitted, that a elaim for superiority of discernment over Neljuw IKIH bet»n mad«» for it?« writer. It must be remembered, hownver, not m n              of
invidious detraction from one. man, but in simple jtittf.it*!* to the other, whose insight and l>elief hud taken form iit wonderful work, that Kelson also had fully beliovw!          UM*
enemy, if they left the Mediterranean, would proem**! to Ireland; and further, and yet mor<» particularly, (tollingwmxi'ii views had been confirmed to him by tliw             an yi?l nn*
known to Nelson, that the Kcx*bofort nqumlron, whleh at the time Villeneuve first «»Kc*!tpc*d in »li«tit»*iryf Itm! «inei» returned to Europe cm the 2f»th of May. "TV "llij^lii to flu* West Indies," Collingwood Haid, in a !rtfo*r dated f-In* d;ty afl4*r the one just quoted, "WJIH U> takeoff CHIP naval fope,«*/whi««li is the great impediment to tlmir undertaking. Tin*